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Must or Have to – Teacher’s Notes 

Once you have gone through the grammar and covered the forms and uses you can then 
check the students have understood by looking at some of the exercises together, or make 
yourself very popular by giving them as homework. 

For the speaking practice I’ve tried to incorporate some slightly alternative situations to avoid 
the rather mundane discussion about rules and obligations at school or in the workplace. 

Class/Small group activities 

If you are working with a class you could divide the students into groups of 4 or 5 and give each 
group one situation to prepare (cut out into separate cards before the class). Also make sure you 
have enough copies of the “must” or “have to” cards to give each student 3 each. They must 
then use the forms given on their cards (present, past or future, positive or negative etc.) to 
make sentences. They must work as a group to make sure they don’t repeat the same idea and 
help each other with using the correct form. 

For example, with the tourists visiting your town situation, if you have the card “mustn’t” you 
could make a sentence: “You mustn’t go to the …… bar, the people there aren’t very friendly.” 

To make this into a game. Ask the students to prepare their sentences in groups but trying not 
to give too much away as to what the situation they’ve been given is. When each group reads 
out their sentences, the rest of the class have to try to guess what the situation is. 

Pair work 

If you have a small group you could also make this game work for pairs. Give each student 5 
cards and one situation. They prepare their sentences on their own. Then once they are ready 
put them into pairs and they read their sentences, the partner guessing the situation. 

One to one 

Prepare a few sentences using “must” and “have to” in different forms randomly from several of 
the situations in advance. Ask the student to quickly look through all the situations then read 
out the sentences and get them to say which situation they belong too. Then ask them to do 
the same, prepare some examples using different forms and you have to match them to the 
situation.  

For written work they could select one situation and write out a dialogue where they have to 
include at least one example of each form: have to, don’t have to, must, mustn’t, will have to, 
won’t have to, had to, didn’t have to 

 

 


