
Christmas
Traditions

Teacher's Notes
Present, Past & Future

Reading and Speaking Activities for B1+
level English students

Christmas Present
Lead in speaking activity - 10 minutes

Put students in pairs or small groups to discuss the questions.
If there are students who don't celebrate Christmas in the class, encourage them to talk about
another festival they observe, and/or what they know and think about Christmas. 
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Christmas Past

Read about and discuss the history of Christmas traditions, many of which date back to
pre-Christian times.
Speaking and writing: Revise present, past and future forms

Encourage students to think about why traditions have endured for so many centuries and if
they think they will still exist in the future.

Objectives:

Christmas Future

The Origins of Christmas Traditions

 In same pairs/groups, students identify each picture (using dictionaries if necessary)
 Class discussion - elicit student's knowledge of the origins of the traditions.
 Class discussion - elicit student's knowledge of traditions in other countries
 Writing - working individually students write sentences, then in pairs compare what they
wrote. Circulate to check if there are any problems. Ask students to share examples they've
written with the rest of the class.
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In pairs or small groups students talk about Christmas plans using present continuous or
be going to
Working individually, students write a list of at least 4 activities that they are going to do on
their Christmas holiday abroad. 
In pairs, students ask and answer questions about these using present continuous or be
going to

If necessary, briefly revise the uses of the different future forms: present continuous, will & be
going to
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Pre-Reading task - 10 minutes 

In pairs or small groups.
As a quick pre-reading task, students write down questions about the history of 4 of the
traditions that are included in the reading texts.

Reading - 45 minutes

There are 6 pages of text. Divide the class into pairs or small groups, each pair reads 1 page.
For unfamiliar words students can use a dictionary or ask the teacher for help. (15 minutes)
 Students add the information to the relevant dates on the class timeline. This can be done
by printing out the timeline so students can write on it or online using the infographic
template (15 minutes)
 As a class check the timeline information (5 minutes)
 Change the groups around so students can share their information on different pages 
 The students ask each other their pre-reading task questions to see if they can find the
answer in the text or not. Find out who had the most questions answered. (15 minutes) 
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Christmas Present Perfect
Make sure all students have access to the entire reading texts (pages 1-6)

1. Pages 6 & 7 - students work in pairs matching the verbs to the nouns, then writing questions using the
present perfect & yet.

It's important to emphasise that the verbs are used in the texts, and they need to check as some verbs can
go with more than one noun phrase. For the correct answer they need to find the verb in the text which is
associated with the noun/noun phrase.

2. Page 8 can be a class/mingling activity. Students ask and answer one question with another student,
then they find someone else. They can choose whether they answer negative or positive and use the
appropriate interjection from the baubles.

Speaking - 20 minutes

Pictures / speaking / writing - 30 minutes

Please Note: These materials are NOT suitable for young children who still believe in Father Christmas!


